
Fremont Public Library District 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

July 15, 2021 

 

1. Call to Order 
Vice President Reid-Schwenk called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board of Library 
Trustees for the Fremont Public Library District at 6:00 p.m.  

2. Roll call: 
Trustees Present: Jay Kasten, Laurie MacKay, Jodie Nalezny, Brenda Pathmann, Amber Reid-Schwenk, and 
Sharon Smogor. 
Absent: Steve Hoenig 
Also Present: Scott Davis 

3. Approve Agenda – Pathmann made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Kasten. The motion passed 
by voice vote.  

4. Public comment: None 
5. Correspondence:   

5.1 Illinois Department of Employment Security has added a way for employers to report fraudulent 
unemployment claims online.    

5.2 State Librarian Jesse White sent notification that the library has been awarded a 2021 Per Capita Grant in 
the amount of $55,311.03.  

5.3 Lake County State’s Attorney Eric Rinehart sent a letter informing the library that all units of local 
government in the state are required to name an “auditing official” to comply with a new whistle blower 
and anti-retaliation law included as part of the SAFE-T Act, and to let their office know who is selected. 

5.4 Received a FOIA request from a plumbers union asking for information on the company that does 
certified backflow prevention testing.  

5.5 Received newsletter from local Raising A Reader organization. 
5.6 Received a patron comment questioning the library purchasing Roku devices for circulation. 
5.7 Received a packet of correspondence from a patron stating their positon why their children should not 

be required to wear masks while inside the library. Davis briefly addressed the library’s stance to kindly 
ask patrons to wear a mask, but if they refuse the library’s only recourse is to ask them to leave or be 
issued a no trespassing order, an action that no one wants to see happen. Staff may continue to ask that 
patrons wear masks, but will not engage in a confrontation over it.  

5.8 Received a hand-written note along with a generous donation from a patron of a neighboring library in 
appreciation for the library’s collection of materials and friendly staff. 

6. Secretary’s Report 
6.1 Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of regular monthly Board meeting of June 17, 2021; 

seconded by MacKay. The motion passed by voice vote. 
6.2 Trustees Kasten and Smogor volunteered to serve on an ad hoc committee to conduct the annual audit 

of the Secretary’s book.  
7. Treasurer’s Report 

7.1 Presentation of monthly Finance Report for June 2021.  
7.2 MacKay made a motion to approve lists of Checks, payment of bills and salaries, and transfers for July 

2021; seconded by Nalezny. The roll was called:  
Yes: Kasten, MacKay, Nalezny, Pathmann, Smogor and Reid-Schwenk.  
Absent: Hoenig 
The motion passed. 

7.3 Budget and Appropriation Hearing date was set for September 16, 2021 at 5:45 p.m.  
8. Committee Reports 

8.1  Finance Committee – no report. 
8.2  Personnel Committee – no report. 
8.3  Physical Facilities Committee – no report. 
8.4  Policy Committee  



 

 

8.4.1.  Further discussion was held regarding the Unattended Child policy. Davis reported that the library’s 
attorney confirmed there are no statutes in Illinois defining the ages that children can be left 
unattended in a public place or serve as caretaker for other children. Davis reported some other 
libraries have policies with specific ages that they say children can be allowed unsupervised or serve 
as caregivers to other children. Some others libraries have polices that focus on the ability of an 
individual to care for themselves and how they are behaving, regardless of age. The Board gave 
direction to draft a policy based on behavior and ability and not just age.  

9. Personnel 
9.1 Davis reported that Adult Services had a librarian leave to join a private sector business that provides 

services and products to the library market. A search for a replacement librarian will be held.  
10. Physical Facilities 

10.1 Lighting project update was provided. Punch list items are being addressed and the final lights are being 
shipped this week. Commissioning will take place soon after to make sure everything was installed and 
operates per specifications. 

10.2 A proposal to install a new drive-up window with a transaction drawer is being finalized. 
11. President’s Report – no report 
12. Director’s Report 

12.1 Draft of a new Whistle Blower and Anti-Retaliation policy was presented for discussion. The library’s 
attorney recommends the Library Director be named as Auditing Official and their law offices serve as 
back-up in the event of any conflict of interest with the Director. There was some discussion over who 
should serve as auditing official. Davis said he would see what other libraries are doing and report back 
next month.  

12.2 The revised Personnel Handbook was briefly discussed. Davis explained that the extensive changes made 
in formatting by HR Source make it very difficult to present the old version compared to the new look for 
each policy. The handbook will be presented to the Policy Committee for review as an entirely new 
document. In places where policy changes are more than reformatting or rewording, notations will be 
made to illustrate any substantive differences. 

13. Other Business 
13.1 Kasten made a motion to approve a revised Estimate of Revenues for FY2021-21; seconded by MacKay. 

Davis explained that the newly authorized per capita grant increase goes into effect immediately, not 
next year, so the revenue line was modified to account for the extra $0.225 per person the library will 
receive this year and an estimated amount for next year pending updated census information. The roll 
was called:  
Yes: Kasten, MacKay, Nalezny, Pathmann, Smogor and Reid-Schwenk.  
Absent: Hoenig 
The motion passed. 

13.2 Pathmann made a motion to approve the annual Non Resident Library Card policy, seconded by Kasten. 
The motion carried by voice vote.  

13.3 The Adopt-A-Highway agreement with the county was renewed by Davis for another term.  
13.4 A bin from Discovery Books will soon be placed in the parking lot to handle donations from the public of 

used books. The Friends of the Library has a longstanding relationship with Discover Books, which takes 
used books and library discards and sells what they can, giving the library a cut, or donates them. If the 
materials cannot be sold or donated, they are disposed of in an environmentally friendly manner.  Davis 
noted that the use of Discovery Books to handle public donations does not diminish the importance of 
having the Friends continue to sort and organize library discards for sale in the Book Nook.  

13.5 Davis reported that he spoke with the point person for the model train club to inform them of the 
library’s intent to develop part of the Shell Space, meaning they will need to start looking for a new 
location. Davis said he wanted to give them longer than the three month advance notice called for in 
their agreement.  

13.6 CCS will soon begin requiring all members to resume being pick-up locations for all other CCS patrons. 
Davis recommended that the library again allow non-residents to use Fremont as access to the CCS 



 

 

database and pick-up point for intra-CCS interlibrary loans, even though the primary non-CCS library 
whose patrons use this service cannot offer the same level of reciprocity to Fremont patrons seeking to 
place holds through their online catalog. It would mean more work for Fremont circulation staff, but it 
resumes services that have historically been offered to non-residents. 

13.7 The Governor extended his COVID disaster proclamation through late July, but after it expires meetings 
will need to meet the pre-COVID requirements for establishing in-person quorums and limited 
exemptions for remote participation.  

13.8 The Attorney General’s Open Meetings Act and Freedom of Information Act training portals are still 
unavailable following their system being hacked back in the spring.  

13.9 Question was asked about recent personnel turnover; a few part time staff in Circulation left to pursue 
full time opportunities in their chosen fields and an Adult Services librarian resigned to go work for a 
library vendor. The positions will be re-staffed. 

14. Adjournment 
Reid-Schwenk made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m.; seconded by Nalezny. The motion 
passed by voice vote. 

 
 
Approved 08/19/21 
/s/Brenda Pathmann, Secretary  
 

 


