
Fremont Public Library District 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

September 16, 2021 
1. Call to Order 

President Hoenig called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees for 
the Fremont Public Library District at 6:00 p.m.  

2. Roll call: 
Trustees Present: Steve Hoenig, Laurie MacKay, Amber Reid-Schwenk, and Sharon Smogor. 
Absent: Jay Kasten, Jodie Nalezny 
Also Present: Trustee Brenda Pathmann, by telephone; Scott Davis, Library Director; Becky Ingram, Assistant 
Director 

3. Hoenig made a motion to allow remote participation by Trustee Pathmann who was unable to attend in 
person due to family emergency; seconded by Reid-Schwenk. The roll was called:  

Yes: MacKay, Reid-Schwenk, Smogor and Hoenig.  
Absent: Kasten, Nalezny 
The motion passed. Trustee Pathmann was added to the roll call.  
Roll: Steve Hoenig, Laurie MacKay, Amber Reid-Schwenk, Sharon Smogor and Brenda Pathmann (remote) 

4. Approve Agenda – Reid-Schwenk made a motion to approve the agenda; seconded by Pathmann. The motion 
passed by voice vote.  

5. Public comment:  
5.1 A small group of citizens attended and individually addressed the Board asking that patrons not be 

required to wear masks in the library. Trustees were given a handout by an attendee with a list of 
questions and citations they claim support their assertions against mask mandates. Also addressing the 
Board was the child of an attendee who read aloud and handed out copies of a statement with his 
personal views on library collections.  

6. Correspondence:   
6.1 Major book supplier Ingram sent out a letter warning of supply chain disruptions causing delays in new 

book orders, especially around the winter holidays. 
6.2 County sent out preliminary equalized assessed valuation (EAV) report. 

7. Secretary’s Report 
7.1 Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of regular monthly Board meeting of August 19, 2021; 

seconded by Nalezny. Trustee Reid-Schwenk asked additional wording be included about constitutional 
legal threats made against the Board during Public Comment portion of the meeting. The motion to 
approve the revised minutes passed by voice vote. 

7.2 Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of Physical Facilities Committee meeting of August 18, 
2021; seconded by MacKay. The motion passed by voice vote. 

8. Treasurer’s Report 
8.1 Presentation of monthly Finance Report for August 2021.  
8.2 MacKay made a motion to approve lists of Checks, payment of bills and salaries, and transfers for 

September 2021; seconded by Hoenig. The roll was called: 
        Yes: MacKay, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Smogor and Hoenig.  

Absent: Kasten, Nalezny 
        The motion passed. 
8.3 MacKay made a motion to approve Ordinance No. FY2021-22-101, Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 

for Fiscal Year 2021-2022; seconded by Reid-Schwenk. The roll was called:  
Yes: MacKay, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Smogor and Hoenig.  
Absent: Kasten, Nalezny 
The motion passed. 

9. Committee Reports 
9.1 Finance Committee – no report 
9.2 Personnel Committee – no report 
9.3 Physical Facilities Committee – no report 



 

9.4 Policy Committee – no report 
10. President’s Report – Adopt-A-Highway roadside pickup scheduled for October 2 at 8:00 a.m.  
11. Director’s Report 

11.1 Lighting project update – Davis reported that he is waiting for the receipt of change orders so the few 
remaining parts of the project can be completed. 

11.2 Davis had disappointing news regarding the transaction window replacement. The manufacturer of the 
window selected has discontinued making that product and no other vendor has been found with a 
similar design. The contractor and architect are looking into the feasibility of fabricating a standard 
window into the desired bay window design.  

11.3 Davis reviewed operations under current Executive Order from Governor. He stated that with the 
exception of the few people who came to the meeting earlier, the vast majority of patrons come n with 
masks on and keep them on for the duration of their visits. Davis said that staff have not been 
confronting people without masks and requiring them to wear one or leave, although that is the library’s 
right under the Governor’s order. The library hopes that individuals follow the Governor’s order to each 
person in the state but library staff will not confront them if they choose to ignore the request.  

11.4 The personnel handbook revision has been sent to the Policy and Planning Committee. Committee Chair 
Pathmann will schedule a meeting to discuss the draft before it is brought to the entire Board for 
approval. 

11.5 The auditor reports that the audit work is proceeding well. 
11.6 Davis reported that a recent meeting of library directors included a discussion of vaccine mandates for 

staff. One Lake County district library has made the decision to do so, and a few municipal libraries said 
they probably will as they are brought in along with their city or village governing municipality.  

11.7 A large request for reduction of values for a commercial property was received; the library’s attorney 
said the property includes a brand new building in a high demand market, meaning the review board will 
most likely not grant their reduction request.  

12. Other Business 
12.1 Hoenig motion to approve Resolution No. FY2021-22-101, A Resolution Recognizing October as Dyslexia 

Awareness Month. The roll was called:  
Yes: MacKay, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Smogor and Hoenig.  
Absent: Kasten, Nalezny 
The motion passed. Trustee Reid-Schwenk read the resolution aloud.  

13. Adjournment 
Hoenig made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:53 p.m.; seconded by Reid-Schwenk. The motion 
passed by voice vote. 

 
Approved 10/21/2021  
/s/Brenda Pathmann, Secretary  
 


