
Fremont Public Library District 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

August 19, 2021 
1. Call to Order 

President Hoenig called to order the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees for 
the Fremont Public Library District at 6:00 p.m.  

2. Roll call: 
Trustees Present: Steve Hoenig, Jay Kasten, Laurie MacKay, Jodie Nalezny, Brenda Pathmann, Amber Reid-
Schwenk, and Sharon Smogor. 
Also Present: Scott Davis, Library Director; Becky Ingram, Assistant Director 

3. Approve Agenda – Kasten made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Pathmann. The motion passed 
by voice vote.  

4. Public comment:  
4.1 Several members of the public addressed the Board. The Trustees were presented with packets of 

information and constitutional legal threats were made against them. When asked if questions could be 
addressed to the Board, President Hoenig reiterated that this section of the meeting agenda is for the 
public to make comments and the Board would listen but not respond. Also addressing the Board was 
the child of an attendee who presented the Trustees with his own report. Two additional speakers 
echoed earlier comments and asked the Board to read the information provided.  

5. Correspondence:   
5.1 Vending machine service company sent notification of an increase in prices. 
5.2 Per Capita Grant check was received for FY21 in the amount of $55,311.03. 
5.3 Us Department of Justice notified the library that sentencing took place for the individual convicted of 

perpetrating a national payroll fraud scheme that involved the library. The convicted was sentenced to 
12 years in prison with no parole on four guilty counts with one still pending sentencing. 

6. Secretary’s Report 
6.1 Pathmann made a motion to approve minutes of regular monthly Board meeting of July 15, 2021; 

seconded by MacKay. The motion passed by voice vote. 
7. Treasurer’s Report 

7.1 Presentation of monthly Finance Report for July 2021.  
7.2 MacKay made a motion to approve lists of Checks, payment of bills and salaries, and transfers for August 

2021; seconded by Nalezny.  
7.3 Tentative Budget and Appropriation Ordinance was presented for review. It will presented for approval 

during the September Board meeting, following the Budget & Appropriation Hearing.  
7.4 MacKay made a motion to approve a revised Working Budget, seconded by Nalezny. Davis explained that 

when the Estimate of Revenues was revised last month to account for the increased Per Capita Grant 
funding level, the commensurate expense lines should have been adjusted by the same amount. The roll 
was called:  
Yes: Kasten, MacKay, Nalezny, Pathmann, Reid-Schwenk, Smogor and Hoenig.  
The motion passed. 

8. Committee Reports 
8.1  Finance Committee – no report. 
8.2  Personnel Committee – no report. 
8.3  Physical Facilities Committee 

8.3.1.  Facilities Committee Chair Nalezny reported that the Committee met to review a drive-up 
transaction window proposal, visit the area where the work will take place and ask questions of the 
contractor. The Committee recommended that the proposal be accepted. There was some 
discussion, including questions about warranties that Davis will follow up on.  The lead time for the 
products is approximately ten weeks; installation should take a few days.  

8.4  Policy Committee – no report. 
9. President’s Report – looking at date in October to schedule a fall Adopt-A-Highway roadside pickup.  
10. Director’s Report 



 

10.1 Lighting project update – Davis reported that he just went over the commissioning report with the 
architect shortly before the Board meeting. The report was mostly clean, however several lights 
designated as emergency lights did respond properly during a test where the power was shut down. The 
architect will work with the contractor on making sure these lights are wired to the generator circuit. The 
other items on the commissioning report were control related and should be minor fixes. 

10.2 The personnel handbook revision is still under way. The policy and Planning Committee will be given a 
draft to review before it is brought to the entire Board for discussion and approval. 

10.3 The Attorney General’s FOIA/OMA website is still down following their hacking incident in the Spring.  
10.4 Davis was asked about the increase in ransomware attacks being inflicted on buisnesses and 

governmental bodies worldwide. Davis reported that he discussed this again recently with the library 
Information Technology Coordinator and that the library is following industry best practices to maintain 
the integrity of the network.  

10.5 Annual request for reimbursement from the two Mundelein residential TIF developments was submitted 
to the Village of Mundelein.  

11. Other Business 
11.1 Kasten made a motion to approve Illinois Public Library Annual Report (IPLAR) for FY 2020-21; seconded 

by Smogor. The motion passed by voice vote. 
11.2 Reid-Schwenk made a motion to approve the revised and renamed Unsupervised Youth and Individuals 

Needing Care policy, seconded by Pathmann. There was some discussion. The main emphasis of the 
policy is for staff to consider an individual’s behavior and ability to be without direct supervision while in 
the library regardless of the individual’s age. The motion carried by voice vote.  

11.3  Kasten made a motion to approve the Whistleblower and Anti-Retaliation Policy; seconded by Nalezny. 
Davis reported that he surveyed area libraries and some other units of government and found that the 
Library Director was most commonly named as the auditing official. Not everyone replied about having a 
secondary person in the event of a conflict with the primary auditing official, but those who did picked 
Library Attorney, HR Manager or State’s Attorney. There was some additional discussion. The vote was 
called and motion carried by voice vote. 

12. Adjournment 
Hoenig made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:38 p.m.; seconded by Kasten. The motion passed by 
voice vote. 

 
/s/Brenda Pathmann, Secretary  
 


